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	Checklist
	Due Date
	Description

	

	Thursday
March 1st
	Research Topic and preliminary research due 
(1-page brief summary detailing disease selection, causes, treatment and/or prevention.)

	

	Tuesday
May 1st

	Final draft due, BOTH a hard copy to me by 12.30pm AND a copy in the D2L dropbox. You may always turn it in earlier.





1. The paper should discuss a disease relating to the organ systems discussed in this course (A&P-II). A list of diseases can be found at:  http://www.humanillnesses.com/. Please select a disease that affects one of the systems we study in A & P II. The paper should contain information researched from peer reviewed journals and other reputable journals (available via the electronic databases accessible through the library web site).  Do a little preliminary research to be sure that recent, reliable information sources are available and that you can find information about the cause and treatments of the disease.  (If the cause is unknown or there are no treatments the disease should not be selected since these are important parts of the paper.)  
 
2. Send in three disease topics of your choice through email ASAP. This will ensure that at least one of your top three diseases of your choice will be reserved for you. A reserved topic cannot be used by other students. So, check with the instructor to ensure that you have a unique topic. 

3. The information presented here should be a summary of your readings.  Verbatim reproduction of your source (even if citation is included) is considered plagiarized work.

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PAPER:

Your Paper should include the following, in this order, with labeled sections and subsections:

1.Abstract

The abstract summarizes the main points in the paper.  The reader should be able to determine the major concepts in the paper without reading the entire paper. It is best to compose the abstract after the paper is completed.  Length: 200-300 words.

2.Discussion  

a. History of the disease: briefly mention how prevalent this disease has been in the U.S
	& around the world in the past, what treatments were available and how the disease has affected human population. May also include prevalence rate among genders and by age, ethnicity or other relevant groups.

			 b.	 Symptoms and causes: the main identifying traits associated with the disease and the cause(s) for the disease.  This can be elaborated in the next section on ‘physiological effects of the disease’.

	 c.	Physiological effects of the disease at the cellular, tissue and organ system.  What mechanisms fail at the cellular level that disrupts homeostasis?  What are the effects on the body as a result of this disease at the tissue and organ level?  The discussion here should involve an account of how a disruption in the functioning of the organs and tissues in the specific system, affect other systems.

		d.	Treatment(s) available and any side effect and/or drawbacks associated with each kind of treatment.  In discussing the treatment options make sure to include a discussion on how it affects aspects of the metabolism other than the affected organ.  

	e. 	An account of the cutting-edge research and the direction in which treatment(s) for the disease are headed should be included.  The paper should also include a brief summary of your conclusion of your research.  You should surmise the main points of your paper here.  Please refer to the grading grid for a detailed list of topics to be included here.

4. Conclusion: In the conclusion, you should:

i. discuss the effectiveness of the treatments and preventive measures. 
ii. Describe the prognosis for a patient with the disease and if that has changed over the recent years.  
iii. Describe any ongoing research and any new theories about the disease.


5. Minimum of 10 sources of reference (these should be from scientific journals with at least 3of the articles from peer reviewed journals; the rest can be from ‘good’ web sites).  The textbook should not be cited as a reference. Remember to write a good summarized  paper, it usually takes more than 10 sources.

6. Literature Cited
This section should list all references cited in your paper (it should not include any 
references that you have not cited within the paper).  Please use APA format for both the in-text citation and the references list.

Other Details:
a) Write in grammatically correct English, write clearly, and in logical order.  Do not write using personal tense (I, he, she etc.).
b) The discussion text should be 4-6 pages in length (excluding tables, figures, maps, etc.).
c) Please use 1.5 spacing, font Times New Roman size 12, black ink, white paper, standard 1 inch margins (this seems fussy, but it is normal for a scientific report ) Use times Numeral font.
d) Remember most importantly your scientific knowledge is expected to be at college level.
e) Please use a brad folder to organize your paper. Do not use plastic sleeve inserts for every page. I need to grade and write on your paper.
f) Use page separators to separate the various sections such as current research, draft (include the graded draft), grading grid, work cited and tables/pictures.
g) Use a minimum of 10 cited references.  At least 3 of these references must be from a peer reviewed article (i.e. an article about original research on the topic published in a reputable journal such as the Journal of the American Medical Association or the Journal of Neuropathology….these are only examples, you do not need to use these specific journals).  Use the Academic Indexes available through the library to access this type of material. PRINT out the abstracts from the peer review journals.
h) Written in scientific format (APA formatting is preferred). This includes using citations in the body of the paper. All information is to be paraphrased, and proper credit should be given to the original author(s).  Proper in-text citations and a Literature Cited page are required. Go to The Write Place for advice. For on-line references, be absolutely sure you have the correct URL; I must be able to use the URL to view the cited reference.
· The work must be your own.  Plagiarism is a serious academic offense.  If you have any doubts about what is considered plagiarism, please review the information on the following site: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/& http://www.plagiarism.org/plag_article_what_is_plagiarism.html
i)  Additionally, direct quotes from a source can be used when the author has made a statement in such an eloquent manner that the words would lose meaning if summarized – however do not use more than 5 short quotes and be sure they have quotation marks and are properly cited.  (A ‘short quote’ may not exceed two sentences in most cases.)
j) You may turn your paper in early but NO late papers will be accepted.  One hard copy must be turned in to me and another copy of the paper must be submitted to the Drop Box on D2L.  

7. Use all the references materials adequately.  Do not use one or two papers exclusively as a source of information for your research paper.  This includes the peer-reviewed journals (refer to the grading grid for point allocation on this requirement).  
i. Include tables to summarize and analyze the information presented in the text.  Relevant pictures should also be included.  Please do not use pictures and tables that do not contribute significantly to the topic of discussion (as space fillers). Include graphs, figures, tables, maps to help emphasize the written text.  Place them at the end of the discussion.  Be sure all figures are properly labeled, and properly referred to in the text and, unless you have created the figures yourself, be sure they are properly cited. 

8. Use page separators to separate the various sections such as current research, grading grid, work cited and tables/pictures.


A few useful websites:

· Plagiarism site(s): “What is Plagiarism?” Available at: http://www.plagiarism.org/plag_article_what_is_plagiarism.html

· Library Databases
· http://www.lonestar.edu/library/article-databases
· Health and Medicine
· EBSCO, MedlinePlus, Academic Search Complete
· Sciences
Academic Search Complete, High Wire Press, Public Library of Science

Purdue Owl : https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ (for citation and formatting information)

· Son of Citation Machine
· http://Citationmachine.net

Non-journal sites:

Center for Disease Control:  www.cdc.gov
National Library of Medicine/PubMed: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/PubMed/
OncoLink:  http:///www.oncolink.org/
Texas Cancer Data Center:  http://www.tcdc.uth.tmc.edu/
American Cancer Society: http://www.cancer.org/index.html

Journal of American Medical Association: http://jama.ama-assn.org/contents-by-date.0.shtml
PubMed
Google Scholar

Montgomery College Library computer has a subscription to The Electric Library; it is a full-text database.  You can access this web site off campus ONLY if you have a library card or you can access it in the Library.  http://www.elibrary.


 
Remember – most importantly, your scientific knowledge is expected to be at the college level. Keep this in mind when you’re putting your paper together – I’m a tough critic  
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